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SERDE Interdisciplinary Arts Group / Residency Centre, Aizpute, Kurzeme (Courland) 

Serde is the Latvian equivalent of the English word 'Core' 

Established as a pubiic association in 2002 by Signe Pucena, Zanda Dudina, from the 
Latvian Cultural Academy, and Ugis Pucens and Janis Zvirgzds-Zvirgzdins who studied 
together in Latvia Art Academy. Later joined by Maris Grosbahs, leva VTtola and others. 

Aim to initate interdisciplinary contemporary art and education projects, developing 
regional and international cooperation among culture and arts organisations and 
individuais from various sectors 

Organizing residencies, workshops, seminars, expeditions, iectures, presentations etc. 
Aquired old collapsing & dilapidated wooden building in historic town centre of Aizpute in 2002 
Renovations leading eventually to 

Latvian prize for (Tangibie) Cuiturai Heritage Preservation in 2007 

Current capacity: May-September activities, sleeping ~20 persons 
Current workshop spaces (2013): 

* Classical black & white photography studio, 

* Wood and metal workshop. Ceramics workshop, 

* Brewing workshop space, kitchens 

* Small digital medialab 


http://www.serde.lv/ 
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Beginnings of Traditionai Knowiedge Gathering & Expeditions 
In 2005, SERDE hosted an influential event called 

'Post-Soviet Summer Camp: Artists against Technology Standards' workshop 


Which combined a string of events under the idea of using technologies & devices in a creative, 
non-traditional way, especially D.I.Y (Do It Yourself) approaches to living in the Soviet Union. 

"During Soviet times, people fixed many things, which was considered an example 
of having good skills, but in the later post-independence period people gradually 
lost the transfer of skills.. Younger people could just go and buy it." 

The summer camp produced an insight into.. 

common heritage in Soviet & post-Soviet context for make illegal moonshine, 
known as Tocka [a Russian word shared in post-Soviet space, meaning "the point" of access] 

Following research on what people made at home, SERDE, presented the results as a 
performance making alcohol spirits in public during Balta Nakts Festival in Riga in 2007. 

Remembered by SERDE as "an activism, also promoting old technologies" 

Later when leva VTtola & Una Smilgaine became involved ethnographic influence increased. 

However, according to SERDE, intuition and the mood in the air (beer, pig funerals) 
often guided the reason why different subjects were explored. 

SERDES's creative and innovative approach to intangible cultural heritage work was recognised 
with the Latvian Folklore Grand Prize in 2007. 
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Exercise Book/Notebook of Traditions 
How they are made? 

1. Expeditions & oral history/testimony interviews 

2. Transcription in local dialects 

3. Edit and selection of materials to publish 

4. Transfer materials to layout designer 

5. Publication of booklet in 500-1000 copy edition 

6. Distributed to tellers/interviewees 

7. Gifted to other interested persons via inter-personal exchange 

8. Available to purchase at SERDE in Aizpute and Liepaja region tourism office in Liepaja, 

aswell as main bookstore in Riga, Latvia 

Development of series: 

Brandava gatavosana Viduskurzeme [Moonshine/vodka making in Central Kurzeme] {2007)(LV) 
Aizputnieku stasti par ebrejiem [Stories about Jews in Aizpute] (2008) (LV) 

Alus gatavosana [Beer brewing] (2009) (LV) 

Suitu stasti [Suiti Stories] (2009) (LV) 

BaskTriJas siguldiesu stasti [Bashkiri-Sigulda Stories] (2010) (LV) 

RIbenu nuvoda stuosti 1 (2010) (LV) 

RTbenu nuvoda stuosti 2 (2010) (RU) 

Vaceju kultura Viduskurzeme / Foraging in Central Kurzeme (2010) (LV/EN) 

Tautas Aptieka [Folk pharmacy] (2011) (LV) 

Narratives about the Jews of Aizpute (2012) (EN) 

Cuku beres (2013) (LV) 

Pig Funeral (2013) (EN) 
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Herbologies Kurzeme Expedition 

Herbologies/Foraging Networks: http://www.herbologies-foraging.net 

Exploring cuiturai traditions and knowiedge of herbs, edible & medicinal plants, 
within the contemporary context of online networks, open information-sharing, bioiogical 
technoiogies. 

Pixeiache 2010 Festivai, Heisinki: 

* Tincture workshop by Signe Pucena 

Midsummer expedition to rural Kurzeme, Latvia, June 2010: 

* Fieldwork to learn about cultural heritage using wild plants in the local area. 

"Signe Pucena, in collaboration with Andrew Gryf Paterson, organised a series of fieldwork 
excursions to learn about contemporary practices & cultural heritage related to use of 
wild plants, and a temporary media/transcription lab to process the documentations." 

"Using a method from extreme software development and project management.. 

'documentation sprint' wiil produce coilectiveiy-made artefacts quickly over a set 
period of time." 

Participants include guests from Latvia, Lithuania, various places in Finland, Southern Sweden, 
Poland, Spain and Belgium. 

http://herbologies-foraging.net/activities/kurzeme-expedition-2010/ 
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HERBOLOGIES/FORACINC NETWORKS is on Facebook 

Sign up for Facebook to connect with HERBOLOGIES/FORAGING NETWORKS. 


zoio miuzpure ny luomo lammenpaa 


Programme of events, emerging 
from the Baltic 5ea region, 
exploring the cultural traditions 
and knowledge of herbs, edible & 
medicinal plants, within the 
contemporary context of online 
networks, open information- 
sharing. 


Infomnation 

Founded; 

2010 - 


426 People Like This 


HERBOLOGIES/FORAGING NETWORKS Promising new 

Experiment Station? 
h ttp :/1 wwwM r. nw.ru / a rbitrS ud _e n g .h t ml 
www.vir.nw.ru 

On 31st of August 2010 Pavlovsk Experiment Station of VIR ha 
inspection. The station was visited by representatives of the Pl 
A ccounts Chamber as well as representatives of the Russian 
Development Foundation. This inspection was a result of instr 

Friday at L2:00pm - Comment - Like 


■i Theun Karelse, Markus Petz and Andrew Paterson like this. 


HERBOLOCIES/FORACINC NETWORKS bus CARAS 

majvieta = RiXC rriEdiju telpas logos esam izveidojusi 
sastatnes un nakamas divas dienas piepildisim tas ar 

jau atcejoja musj podi, kas pa vasaru uzturejas LU Bo Tammeiipaa, Aizpute, Kurzeme, Latvia, 24-26.6.2010. Published under Creative 
un Dainas majas Telka. Naciet ar saviem augiem “ kat ^ _ 

papildinas kopTgo i... Commons bj^nc-sa license. 


Making of the Jini-pole with Ugis Pucens and Maaris Grosbahs; Ligo evening celebrations 
with Herbologies Kurzeme expedition group and locals on 23.6.2010. Edited by Tuomo 


Sign Up 


HERBOLOGIES/FORAGING NETWORKS 


0 Like 


Wall Info Photos Discussions Boxes Events 


Herbologies / Foraging Networks 

Work blog About Participation Activities Fteference Library Contact 


Interviews 


List of Kurzeme Expedition Interviews, June 2010 

Anda Petnika (1951) in Aizpute 

Interview Transcription in Latvian 
Interview Translation from Latvian to English 

Antonija Kal^^ja (1933) in Alsunga 

Interview Transcription in Latvian 
Interview Translation from Latvian to English 





Content 

Work blog 
About 

Participation 
Get Involved 
Participants 
Methods 
Activities 

Kurzeme Expedition 2010 
fHelsinki Pixelache 2010 
Reference Libraiy 
Contact 
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Kandza International' Workshop at ISEA2010 Ruhr, August 2010 

"We presented our production narratives and stories from Helsinki & Kurzeme, and then 

invited people to make a new language documentation about home-made herbal 
tinctures and teas in our workshop. 

The workshop took place in a social room of St. Maximilian-Kirche, and was facilitated by Andrew 
Paterson, to produce different documentations of the Kandza/Bowl vodka technique demonstrated 
by Signe Pucena. 

At the beginning of the workshop, participants were invited to take different roles in 
documenting: photographers, videographer, note-takers, layout/processors of media. 


From the note-taking group, they agreed to make the notes in the following different 
languages: Chinese, German and Romanian. 

http://herbologies-foraging.net/activities/duisburg-ruhrort-isea-2010/ 
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Trans-disciplinary Arts, Ethnography & Cultural Heritage Workshop, 24-26.5.2012. 

Extending 'Kandza International' into a wider event process 

"The event brought together persons from various disciplines--arts, design, science, heritage-- 
to share and explore practices and methods of 'doing it with others' (D.I.W.O.), as well as 

coiiaborative documentation and representationai strategies including online platforms 
(e.g. Etherpad, Google Picasa, Booki). 

Each invited participant was asked to prepare a short presentation, and also if they wished, 
to propose a practical sharing session (1-2 hrs, demonstration of practice, ideally 
participatory and not so formal, inviting others present to be involved in practice). 

So among our suggestions included: fermentation and energy processes; rocket-stove from tin- 
cans; mini-museum building; and starting a food-club." 

http://transartsch.blogspot.com 
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Rakesu krasnina 

Efektiv5 un lets veids ka iegut karstuirUn lai uzkarsetu udeni vai pagatavotu edienu 
Atskiriba no ugunskura: 

Ugunskurs patere daudz malkas, bet siltums parsvara aiziet izplatljuma neizmantots, 
Rakesu krasninai nepieciesams pavisair neliels daudzums malkas, kura sadeg loti efek 

Ka uzbuvet pasam savu rakesu krasninu? 

Nepieciesamie materiali: 

- piecas skarda bundzas tris dazados izmeros: 

1 liela izmera bundza ar nogrieztu vaku 

2 videja izmera bundzas - vienu ar nogrieztu vaku, otrai abi gali nogriezti 
2 mazas bundzas - abam nogriezti abi gali 

Nepieciesamie darba riki: 

- skarda grieznes 

- urbis vai bundzu atveramais riks 

- Hjrha rimHi 
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Tarax acum officinale _3^ 
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Vlngiber officinale 






















































1. Tootatakse pjnase saviga 
Z. Tehakse savist rusika suurune pall 

3. Palli sisse tehakse kuunarnukiga nogusus 

4. Kausi ulemine serv peab olema paksem kui pbhi 

5. Kauss asetatkse tagurpidi lauale kuivama 

Savi vbib tbbdelda erineval moel 

1. Visates diagonaalis tobpinnale 
Z. Rullides tbopinnal 


Kumeruste viimistleinine puulusikaga 
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Signe Pucena & Andrew Gryf Paterson 
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April 2013 

Contact 

pucena @ gmail.com | agryfp @ gmail.com 
http://www.serde.lv | http://agryfp.info 

This slideshow was compiled thanks to support of Kultur Kontact Nord Mobility programme 






















